
CEO’s message
It was recently announced only 65% 
of West Australians have had both 
COVID-19 vaccinations. This includes 
just over 70,000 doses issued to people 
working in the aged care and disability 
sector.
From 1 December these numbers are 
expected to increase dramatically, 
as a result of new policies from the 
WA Government requiring all home 
care workers to complete their first 
vaccination by 1 December and to 
be fully vaccinated by 31 December. 
ECHO is well on track to meeting this 
objective.
As the new year approaches we will 
also commence a range of growth 
strategies to help us prepare for the 
influx of 80,000 new Home Care 
packages announced by the Australian 
Government over the next two 
years. This planned growth will place 
additional pressure on all providers to 
deliver more services.
ECHO will be spending more than 
$700,000 to recruit and retain more 
frontline staff and improve our 
scheduling, communication and service 
delivery, in direct response to feedback 
from clients and families.
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Working together to care for our community.

ECHO volunteer wins 2021 ACSA Award

ACSA Volunteer of the Year, Christine Goodall acknowldedged for service to ECHO

The annual Aged & Community Services Australia Awards celebrate the outstanding 
achievements and contributions made by teams, individuals and organisations in 
the aged care industry throughout the year. ECHO was honoured to be part of this 
year’s event and share the special moment when one of its long time volunteers, 
Christine Goodall who was awarded the 2021 ACSA Volunteer of the Year.
For the last two decades, Christine has worked tirelessly for ECHO, helping out in all 
areas of the organisation. She’s assisted with the running of the day centre and the 
office, coordinating volunteers, fundraising and providing administrative support.
Since 2005 Christine has also been on the board of ECHO and has recently 
announced her retirement. This award is a fitting tribute for her compassion for 
others and for her many years of service dedication to ECHO.

New vaccination policy for home care workers
On 20 October the WA Government 
announced a new policy making 
vaccination mandatory for the majority 
of occupations. The announcement 
indicated home care workers are 
included in Group 1, as “Residential 
and non-residential community care 
services.”
This impacts on ECHO as all staff must 
have their first dose by 1 December and 
will need to be fully vaccinated by 31 
December.
If you would like more information on 
the Government’s policy, please visit 
their website https://www.wa.gov.
au/government/announcements/
mandatory-covid-19-vaccination-policy-
wa-workforces
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Grab yourself a bargain at ECHO

If you love a bargain, why not head to our garage sale on 
Saturday 13 November from 10am to 3pm at 72 Toowong 
Street in Bayswater. It’s one of many Australia-wide Garage 
Sale Trail events taking place during November.
Staff and volunteers are donating unwanted goods and pre-
loved items for the event. Donations are welcome and can 
be dropped off at ECHO on Friday 12 November. View our 
facebook page for posts about sale items.

Have you booked your ticket to the annual Christmas client 
lunch on Friday 26 November at Mount Lawley Golf Club?  
Tickets cost $40 and include a two-course sit-down lunch with 
tea and coffee. There will be entertainment of course, and 
raffle prizes to be won. A cash bar will also be available for 
anyone wanting a glass of something extra.
Please RSVP by Friday 12 November if you would like 
to attend. Just phone us on 9271 7011 or email us at                      
info@echocommunity.org.au and let us know your dietary 
requirements and whether you require transport on the day.

Outings get client tick of approval

One of the most popular outings clients enjoy is visiting local 
op-shops for some retail therapy. Recently they spent a lovely 
morning at Shalom Ladies Boutique Cafe in the Swan Valley, 
before venturing on to other sites.
If you would like to join one of our expeditions or, want to 
recommend some outlets for future trips, please call our 
office on 9271 7011. And don’t forget, our latest social 
calendar is included with this newsletter. We would love you 
to be part of future outings.

Milestone birthday for Ramsey

Teresa and Doris enjoy shopping in the Swan Valley.
Samuel Wallace (Ramsey, above) is turning 90 and we couldn’t 
let the opportunity pass without sending him our best wishes 
for achieving this incredible milestone.
Born and educated in Ireland, Mr Wallace’s early years were 
spent farming and buying and selling show-jumping horses. 
He even became a successful show jumper and won many 
awards.
He’s collected many adventures and stories over the years as 
a result of living in Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) for 26 years before 
returning to Belfast where he lived for 15 years and then 
finally migrating to Australia. Happy birthday Mr Wallace, from 
everyone at ECHO!

Win for gardening fleet, thanks to WA Charity Direct generosity
Thanks to the support of WA Charity Direct, ECHO has been 
able to add to its gardening fleet. As a result of their generous 
gift of $20,000, we’ve been able to purchase an additional van 
to help us meet the growing demand for services.
WA Charity Direct is a not-for-profit organisation which 
has been giving back to the WA community since 2004, 
distributing over $2 million during that time.
ECHO feels privileged to be the recipient of their support 
which will allow us to increase our reach across the metro 
area, delivering gardening and maintenance services more 
frequently.


