
CEO’s message
In line with new regulations from the 
WA Government, since 1 December all 
ECHO staff and volunteers have had at 
least one vaccination and will be fully 
vaccinated by 31 December. I’d like to 
thank everyone for ‘rolling up for WA’. 
I appreciate the resilience and patience 
of our clients, staff and volunteers 
while we have worked through another 
challenging year. 
Looking back on 2021, together 
we have tackled new phases of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, closed borders 
and staff shortages, the Australian 
Government’s response to the Royal 
Commission on Aged Care Quality and 
Safety, and implementation of our new 
client management system.
On behalf of everyone at ECHO, I 
would like to thank you for being part 
of our extended family and for your 
honest feedback about our services 
and how we are performing. We want 
you to know we have listened and 
will continue to listen, as we work to 
continuously improve our commitment 
to you.
I hope you and your families have a 
wonderful Christmas and New Year.

Jonathan Smith, CEO
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Nello celebrates 95 incredible years
We want to wish Nello Pedrotti a very 
happy 95th birthday! He recently 
achieved this wonderful milestone and 
we wanted to share his story with you.
Nello migrated to Australia from Italy 
in 1950, moving to Kalgoorlie where he 
worked in the gold mines and cut wood 
on the wood-lines to feed the boilers at 
the mines and local power station.
A few years later in 1953 he married 
Adele and together they had two 
children, John and David. Their family 
grew to include 5 grandchildren. 
Sadly Adele passed away 8 years ago. 
Nello lives independently in Morley in 
the same house he bought in 1970.

Office opening times during Christmas period
ECHO’s office will remain open during 
the Christmas and New Year period 
except on public holidays - Monday 27 
December, Tuesday 28 December and 
Monday 3 January.

We also wish to advise the Day Centre 
and outings will stop during the 
Christmas period (with the exception 
of shoppng buses). However, they will 
resume on 11 January.

Students bring silent music to day centre
We recently put our ‘silent disco’ 
headphones to work as we created 
a dance floor inside our day centre, 
exposing our clients to different genres 
of music. 
It was all part of a collaboration with 
students at North Metropolitan TAFE 
who organised the event which also 
included games and activities. 
Thank you to everyone who 
participated on the day, including our 
students. We would also like to thank 
Lisa Baker MLA for her support, and 
whose grant enabled the project to 
become a reality.
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We want to thank everyone who attended the annual Client 
Christmas party on Friday 26 November at Mount Lawley Golf 
Club. It was a fun event with entertainment, prizes, giveaways 
and of course, Santa.
It was the first time we’d hosted the event at the Club, and 
feedback from guests was that it was a huge hit! The venue 
overlooked the spectacular golf course, creating a picture-
perfect view for our 125 guests who were treated to a 
delicious traditional Christmas lunch.
We heard from guitarist, Peter Delle Coste who entertained 
us throughout the afternoon, pausing only for the melodic 
sounds of acapella group, The Christmas Consort who sang 
Christmas carols during lunch.
Many of ECHO’s volunteers were in attendance, hosting tables 
and ensuring guests were looked after. We were also joined 
by members of our board, including Chair, Janice Jones, Sarah 
Wiley, Flora Chong and recetly retired member, Christine 
Goodall.
CEO, Jonathan Smith hosted the event and took the 
opportunity to update everyone on some of the highlights and 
challenges for ECHO during 2021. He was joined by Patrick 
Gorman MP who provided some insights into his year working 
with local constituents. 
One of the key highlights of the event was the raffle which 
generated a buzz of interest. More than 20 prizes of Christmas 
hampers were handed out, bringing smiles and excitement to 
some very happy guests!
Another cause for celebration was the photo booth which 
was kept busy throughout the event. Look out for copies of 
photos taken which we will be sharing on our facebook page 
@echocommunitywa
Thanks again to everyone who attended and to all those who 
gave their time to help make it such a special day. We hope to 
see you all again next year!

Client Christmas Party 2021


