
CEO’s message
It’s hard to beleive it’s already 
November. The USA Presidential 
election has been decided, ECHO’s 
Melbourne Cup lunch was lots of 
fun and our Client Christmas Party 
is coming up soon, on Friday, 27 
November. 

What a year it’s been. It seems like only 
yesterday we went into lock-down to 
prevent the spread of this new virus, 
COVID-19, which none of us knew much 
about. 

I’ve expressed many times how lucky 
we are to live in WA, where the decisive 
action of our government and our 
community has helped to stop the 
virus in its track, and allowed us to live 
relatively normal lives. 

Please note, some gardening services 
will be restricted from 23 December 
to 4 January. If your services will be 
affected, ECHO will contact you to 
discuss options for rescheduling your 
service to the week before or the week 
after New Year.

As always, if you need extra support 
because of COVID-19 or any other 
reason, please ring the office on 9271 
7011 to speak with your Client Advisor. 
We’re working through this together.

Jonathan Smith CEO

Book now for Christmas 

Have you booked yet for this year’s Client Christmas Party? The people who 
came last year told us it was one of the best we’ve ever had. 
Of course, as always, we have listened to the feedback from our clients, so we be 
making a few small changes, in line with what people have asked for. We will be 
keeping the things which people told us they liked, such as the heart-warming 
Spirit of the Streets Choir, with more Christmas Carols and festive songs, along 
with our photo booth and other entertainment to make the day special.
We will be holding our usual raffles and everyone who attends will be in the 
running for the door prize. Santa will be attendance to spread some fun. We’ll 
also be adding a few extra treats, like gingerbread to decorate at the tables and a 
trivia quiz for a chance to win even more prizes. 
All the fun will be kicking off on Friday, 27 November, at Noranda Sport and 
Recreation Club. ECHO clients are welcome to bring a friend or family member to 
come and enjoy the event with them. The cost is $35 per person. To book your 
place, please call 9271 7011 or email bookings@echocommunity.org.au and 
please make sure you let us know if you need transport, if you need any mobility 
aids, like a walker or wheelchair, and any dietary requirements. 
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Working together to care for our community.

Scenes from last year’s Client Christmas Party

Paul Blackbeard (pictured, left) chaired his last ECHO 
Annual General Meeting (AGM), on Thursday, 29 
October, after four years as Chair of the Board. 

Paul’s retirement from the Board has been planned for 
some months. Board and staff expressed gratitude for 
Paul’s skilled leadership through difficult times, including 
a global pandemic, two Royal Commissions, and major 
changes in aged care and disability standards and funding.

The AGM also passed a motion aimed to improve 
engagement in ECHO, by allowing all volunteers and staff 
to automatically become associate members.

Last AGM for Chair and new member classes 
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Once again, the ‘race that 
stops the nation’ was viewed 
in all its glory on ECHO’s big 
screen in the day centre, on 
Tuesday, 3 November. 

Highlights of the day included 
barbcue chicken for lunch, 
some great hats - some hand 
made and all elegant, and a 
raffle. 

If you missed out on the fun, 
there’s still time to book for 
our Christmas Party, call 9271 
7011 for details.

The race that stops a nation

ECHO volunteer Stephen van Vlijmen with ECHO’s first load 
of recycling to raise money for better services.

ECHO has made its first two drop-offs of cans and bottles 
to help ECHO raise money for better services. Thanks to 
everyone who has contributed, and please keep the cans 
and bottles coming.

It’s all part of Containers for Change, WA’s new recycling 
scheme that allows us to claim 10c each for eligibla cans and 
bottles at any authorised refund point.  

If you would like to support ECHO, please use ECHO’s 
Scheme ID: C10303345, when you drop off your containers.

Or you can bring your bottles and cans to ECHO’s office and 
we will drop them off at the refund point. Every recycled 
item will not only help the environment, your donation will 
also help ECHO continue to provide essential programs and 
services to our communities. 

Remember, ECHO’s Scheme ID is C10303345. For 
more information, please email containers4change@
echocommunity.org.au or visit www.echocommunity.org.au/
about/containers-for-change

Containers for Change: bring us cans and bottles

Pictures (l-r, top-bottom):
Paula and Essie; Maxine, joint 
winner of the ‘best hat’ com-
petition.
Volunteer Maria; volunteer 
Christine; Angela, Anna and 
Angela.
ECHO staff joined the fun; Joy 
and Bim shared a laugh 


